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DIRECTOR'S MESSAGe
Brookhill Development and Traffic Issues – Background and Opportunity For You To Speak Out
Your opportunity to speak out officially regarding the proposed
new Brookhill development is coming up soon – in particular at
the Albemarle County Planning Commission meeting, scheduled
for Tuesday August 16, 6 PM at the Albemarle County Office
Building at 401 McIntire Road. Many FLCA residents have
participated in several standing-room-only meetings with the developers regarding their plans which include 1,350+ homes plus
180,000 square feet of office and retail space, on the parcel between Polo Grounds Road and Forest Lakes South (Ashwood).
Overall size and scope. We have been pleased to see the
developer’s commitment to environmental issues (including protection of an endangered salamander – who knew), their willingness to offset some impacts of the development (a new elementary
school site is included in the design) and their earnest efforts to
reach out to us regarding the project and our views as neighbors.
The scope is substantial, the density is fairly high and the viability of office and retail space there is uncertain. Some residents
have expressed concerns and ask whether the necessary rezoning
should be approved at all. Under current zoning, only about 250
homes would be permitted.
Connector Road and traffic. Our efforts to date have been
focused primarily on a proposed connector road running north
from Brookhill and into Ashwood Boulevard, directly behind Ravenswood and connecting to Ashwood just to the east of the Route
29 intersection. Your Board has strongly opposed this connector, as it could result in potentially 50% more added traffic in the
morning for residents leaving Forest Lakes South – where there
is already congestion at the Rt. 29 stoplight. It would also create
a ‘cut through’ for drivers in a hurry who want to bypass a full
stretch of Route 29 from Proffit Road to Polo Grounds: through
Forest Lakes North (Timberwood), Powell Creek Drive (already
congested and narrow), Ashwood Blvd., and on down through
Brookhill using this connector.
In addition, as you may know, we have a long history of past efforts by the county and developers to “open up” Forest Lakes with
connectors and through roads of various kinds – and this is just
the latest of these proposals. Every past effort has been successfully defeated – as a result of you and your neighbors personally
expressing your opposition at County meetings and writing to the
Board of Supervisors.
Coralberry connector. Earlier plans, again pushed by the
County, sought to include a cut-through road at the end of the
Coralberry cul-de-sac in Thornridge, which would enable Brookhill drivers to cut through Forest Lakes, connect to Powell Creek
Drive and continue north from there. FLCA has also strongly
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KEEPING IN THE LOOP

opposed this, and has indicated in no uncertain terms that we would
not provide them access through the FLCA common area that our
community owns at the end of that cul-de-sac. The roadway has been
dropped from the developers’ plans – but the County has continued
to require reserving the right-of-way for it on the Brookhill side, up
to the edge of our common area. Obviously, they seem intent on
continuing to push for ‘interconnectivity’ in the future, an insult to
our community’s clear wishes, and we will continue to oppose these
efforts.
Lack of need and undesirability for our community.
Brookhill plans already include several entrances onto Polo Grounds
Road and the stoplight there at Rt. 29 (all of which would be expanded substantially) and a new right-in, right-out connection to 29
– seemingly ample for the development. Brookhill developers are
ambivalent about the Ashwood connector but tell us that County staff
are insisting on it.
The County seems to have a general philosophy of seeking to ‘interconnect’ all residential developments – notwithstanding that Forest
Lakes, with limited entrances and exits, is a model of a successful,
self-contained community. Many of us live here specifically because it
is not connected to other developments and there is no ‘cut through’
traffic on our roads, enabling us and our kids to have more active use
of the cul-de-sacs and a safer crossings of streets on foot and by bike
to use our walking trails, pools, tennis courts and other facilities. Our
property values are high and those few houses that are available for
sale typically sell very quickly – in part due to our community’s design
as a refuge from ‘the outside world.’
To date, VDOT has not expressed any official position on this connector, though informally they have indicated they have no desire
to disrupt existing neighborhoods. We are continuing to work with
them on it.
How you can make your voice heard. We invite you to participate in the Planning Commission meeting on August 16. As the
agenda and time finalizes we will publicize it through the FLCA eblast
system (contact the office to sign up for this very useful service) and to
all the people who have provided emails during the prior Brookhill
meetings.
You do not need to sign up in advance, and you will have the opportunity to speak for up to three minutes if you wish, or you can simply
attend to show your support. The FLCA Board will be speaking for
sure. Depending on the outcome of the Planning Commission meeting and any added meetings with the developers, we may need to
take this to the Board of Supervisors, who is the final decision maker
on this issue. Our new Supervisor, Norman Dill, attended our most
recent meeting with the Brookhill developer, has also been briefed
privately and seems to understand our concerns. The Board will continue to work with him directly as we move forward.
For more information, please visit Charlottesvilletomorrow.org, and
search for Brookhill – an article together with background and some
pictures is available there. We will also set up a display of Brookhill
related materials at the FLCA Office by the North pool. Residents
can also email me, FLCA Board Member Scott Elliff, at scott@ducardvineyards.com with questions and concerns. I have been taking the
lead on this and prior development related issues on behalf of our
community and appreciate your continued support.
Thank you for your interest in this topic.
Scott Elliff
FLCA Board Member and Treasurer

FLCA MONTHLY BOARD MEETING
The next Board Meeting will be Wednesday,
August 25th, 2016 at 6pm at the North Pavilion.
Please note that the topics for the meeting can change. The
Agenda for the meeting is available one week prior to the
meeting at the association office and webpage.

safety and forest lakes
Fortunately, Forest Lakes tends to be a pretty safe and secure
neighborhood. That doesn’t mean we are immune to the occasional car theft or even home break-in. Please be watchful and
aware of your surroundings. If you see anything unusual, don’t
ever hesitate to contact the police. Forest Lakes Community
Association contracts with Albemarle County Police for extra
patrols through our neighborhoods.
For your safety, be mindful of the following:
-Lock your house doors and windows, including those in the
basement.
-Lock your car doors if parked in the street or driveway. Roll up
the windows. Do not leave anything of value in your car.
-Close your garage door even when you’re home – don’t let it sit
open all day or evening.
-Leave a porch light on at night.
-Keep bushes close to your home and its entrances trimmed
-Don’t leave items such as bicycles, gardening tools, lawnmowers,
etc. lying in your yard.

brookhill update
Please read this month’s Director’s column for the latest developments and actions being taken regarding the Brookhill development planned for the corner of Polo Grounds Road and Rte 29.
All residents are invited to attend the Albemarle County Planning Commission meeting on August 16th. The FLCA Office
will send an eblast reminder and the agenda when it becomes
available. Please make sure you are signed up on our email list.
You may call the office at 973-4596.

Summer Youth Tennis - End of
Year Pizza Party
For those of you who attended all or part of the youth summer
tennis camp this summer, our end of the year pizza party will
be at the north pool porch on Friday, August 12th at 3:00. So
come by, have some pizza and a beverage and grab a t-shirt if you
didn’t get one. Coach Jim will be there too!

KEEPING IN THE LOOP
BACK TO SCHOOL POOL PARTY

adjusted pool hours

It’s that time of year again ALREADY!! Back. To. School.
We’ll have our annual back to school pool party on
Sunday, August 21st from 7:00pm – 8:30pm at the North
Pool. Kids, parents, families come out for one last summer
hurrah before everyone starts hitting the books!

Beginning Tuesday, August 23rd, the North and South
pool hours will be as follows:

FARMER’S MARKET NEWS
The Forest Lakes Farmer’s Market continues strong every
Tuesday from 4:00pm – 7:00pm at the South Pool parking
lot. Now that we’re officially into summertime, there’s an
abundance of fresh fruits and vegetables. Come on out,
take a stroll and see what treasure and goodies you can
find!

south tennis court update
The South Tennis Courts are slated to be finished towards
mid to late August. There will be two lined pickle ball
courts (lower two courts) and two lined quick start courts
(upper two courts) as well as for tennis play. Look in the
September newsletter for a “Grand-Reopening” get together date!

North Pool
4:30pm – 8:00pm Mon – Thursday
4:30pm -9:00pm – Friday
10:00am – 9:00pm Saturday
10:00am; - 8:00pm Sunday
South Pool
10am – 8:00pm Sunday – Thursday
10am – 9:00pm Friday and Saturday
Open regular weekend hours. Pools will close for the
season on Monday, September 5th at 7:00pm

directories available
There are new Forest Lakes directories available for
pickup in the FLCA office. These are for Forest Lakes
residents’ use only. The office is open Monday – Friday
from 9:00am – 5:00pm.

fitness at forest lakes

fitness at forest lakes

FOREST LAKES COMMUNITY & SOCIAL EVENTS
FOREST LAKES COFFEE GROUP - Third Forest Lakes Playgroups!
Thursday of each month
Any moms and/or dads of Forest Lakes who would like to
The Forest Lakes Coffee group will meet Thursday August
18th at the North Pavilion from 10 am - 12 pm. Betty Pasternak will bring her sketching supplies and demonstrate a few
of her drawing techniques. As the summer winds down and
the kids get ready for back to school come and join us for
good company and friendship. We always have fresh coffee,
tea, fresh fruit and pastries. Invite any new neighbors and
friends. We look forward to seeing everyone again. Sherry
Sinard

start a playgroup, meet at the playgrounds and do other fun
things with your youngsters, please call Kate Syms. Kate
is a resident of Forest Lakes and would love to organize
playgroups and meetups with other Forest Lakes toddlers,
moms and dads. Call her at 410-507-0301 or email her at
ksyms82@gmail.com.

bible study
Babysitters/Pet sitters
Need a sitter for a night out or a pet sitter for a weekend
away? The Forest Lakes Office has a list on hand with
names of residents who will be happy to help you out! Stop
by the office for a copy of the list. This is for Forest Lakes
residents use only!

Bible study will begin again on Wednesday, September 7,
from 10-11am at the North Pavilion. It will continue every
Wednesday morning. Come and join us as we follow the missionary journeys of Paul. Our group will be led by Reverend
Dave Johnson. Any questions please call Becky Rohrback at
434-202-1373. Hope to see you in September!

AD SPACE OFFERED...
neighborhood watch update
Thank you to those who have volunteered to be neighborhood block captains so far! Minimal work is involved
– and thankfully we live in rather safe neighborhoods!
The main focus for the block captain is to receive emails
and notices about occurrences and alerts from the FLCA
Office. The Block Captain, in turn, disseminates that
information to the residents in their given neighborhood
via email.
The search is still on for captains needed in the following
neighborhoods:
Amberfield
Arbor Lake						
Whispering Woods			
Aspenwood I				
Kernwood			
Magnolia Bend
Pepperidge
Willow Bend
						
Please contact Tamera Hammond at the Forest Lakes Office at 973-4596 or thammond@forestlakes.net.
Thank you!

The Forest Lakes Community Newsletter offers ad space in
each monthly issue. The newsletter reaches 1400 households
– all within five minutes of many businesses in Charlottesville
and northern Albemarle County. The submission deadline
for advertisements is the 23rd of each month. The newsletter
is delivered the 1st weekend of every month.
The prices are as follows:
Business card - $20.00
1/4 Page - $45.00
1/2 Page - $75.00
Full Page - $150.00

Size - 3.5” wide x 2” tall
Size - 4” wide x 5” tall
Size - 7.5” wide x 5” tall
Size - 7.5” wide x 9.5” tall

A 10% discount is available for prepaid ads placed to run at
least 3 months.
Ads are subject to approval by the Forest Lakes Community
Association. Ads should be camera ready and preferably
emailed to thammond@forestlakes.net. For further questions,
please email or call 434-973-4596.
Disclaimer
The Forest Lakes Community Association, Inc. makes no
representation or warranties, express or implied, as to the
accuracy and or qualifications of any advertised service or
product contained within this publication.

TRAFFIC SHIFT ON RT. 29 WIDENING PROJECT THURSDAY, AUG 4th
Southbound traffic will switch to new pavement
overnight for reconstruction of existing lanes

The first major traffic shift of the Route 29 widening project is scheduled for Thursday, August 4th beginning at 9
p.m. Southbound traffic will be switched to new pavement in the median from just south of Hollymead Town Center
to Route 643 (Polo Grounds Road).
The movement of southbound traffic is the first of several traffic shifts over the next year while the 1.8-mile section
of roadway is reconstructed and widened to six lanes between Route 1719 (Towncenter Drive) and Route 643.
During this phase the roadbed will be constructed to the west and the existing southbound lanes will be rebuilt and
widened to three lanes.
Motorists traveling south on Route 29 late Thursday evening and early Friday morning should anticipate brief delays
due to the traffic shift. The switch should be complete by 6 a.m. and drivers using Route 29 on Friday morning
should be alert for signs and other traffic controls directing them onto the new pavement. The speed limit through
the work zone is 40 mph at all times. Inclement weather Thursday night will postpone the operation until Friday
night.
The Route 29 widening project is one of eight Route 29 Solutions highway projects to improve safety and increase
mobility along the Route 29 corridor in Charlottesville and Albemarle County. Information about upcoming lane
closures and other traffic impacts, as well as news about the projects, is posted on the Route 29 Solutions web site
on the News and Traffic Alerts page.
The contractor for the three design-build projects: Rio Road intersection, Route 29 widening, and the Berkmar Drive
extension has a toll-free telephone number for residents to call regarding questions or issues related to those
projects. Calls to 844-220-5540 will be returned by Lane-Corman Joint Ventures within one business day.

